In the recent past the bed bug, Cimex lectularius, seemed almost a creature of myth. It was rarely seen by the structural pest control industry and the public had almost no contact with it. More recently, bed bugs have become a significant economic pest and a potential health threat in the many places where people sleep, including homes, rental units, hotels and college dormitories. The recent increase in bed bug complaints indicates a need for a national survey to quantify and the extent of the current bed bug outbreak and to characterize the use of specific chemical and non-chemical pest management practices.
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The purpose of our survey was to determine: • Bed bugs resurgence is nationwide.
• Results document the need for thorough inspections.
• The bed area is the most important inspection point.
• Pyrethroids are the most widely used control tools.
• Results do not suggest that insecticide tolerance is a problem.
• Non-pesticide tools are widely employed.
Pesticides

Conclusions
• Overwhelmingly, pyrethroids are most often used.
• pyrethroid dusts -58 responses • Over 6% of respondents stated that bed bug problems are solved in 1 visit; 26% required only 2 visits. This indicates a gap in education for the pest control industry. The need is reinforced by the use of pesticides not labeled for bed bugs.
• Better monitoring tools are needed.
• Training for hotel employees can increase detection.
• The industry needs low-risk, effective insecticide products that can be used in human sleeping areas.
• Alternative techniques must to be investigated for effectiveness, such as temperature, steam and cleaning.
Extension and Research Needs
Which pesticides do you most frequently use for controlling bed bugs?
Which pesticides do not work well for bed bug control?
